Benyji’s creator

The man is a natural

when it comes to under-
standing bow animals
tick and a genius at
telling us their story. “The

Soul of a Horse” is a must-

read for those who love
animals of any species.”

BY DEBBIE L. SKLAR

or years, Joa Comp has been known a5 the creator of the popddar “Benjl”

movias but that's all chonging. These days, Joa, 69, has o bestseling bocok

colled “The Soud of o Morse: L& Lessons from the Merd” (Harmony Books)

that Is akeady on its second printing - ond it was just relecsed in Apdl Asthe

crector of the beloved Benj senes, Joe has spent mast of his life kring ws into
the hean and soul of a Hoppy-eared dog, but now in this engaging, emosanal, and
ofan humorous story, be deftly lures us inta the heart and soul of a horse

"Wiitten for everyona who has avar loved o horse or even loved the idea of lov-
ing 0 hoase, this mamair leads us on a rvating voyoge of discovery o3 Joe and his
wite, Kathlean, navigate uncharted, ofen paliically ncorrect teritory on thair way
1o discovering an astonishing truth that will change sradsanal thinking abowt horses
focavar”

" all l)eg(m whaen Joe receved o surprse birthday gift from Kathleen, As com-
plose neophytes, Joe and Kathlsen were withoet ¢ clue a3 1o what horses needed or
wonsed, but they plunged head Best into this new wordd and the result Is “The Soul
of o Hovse: Lile Lessons from the Herd,”

“Tha poraliel joumeys of a fokbled herd in the wild and a wideeyed couple
thrust Into the enigmatic wodd of horses ore blended into @ riveting expedsion of
dhscovary about relationships, chalces, rust, and love - one that will change ¥ads-
sonal thinking dbout hoesas forever,” according 1o Joe's comp

Joa has long been considered an animal lover and on advacate for increasing
owaranass of onimal issues Including adopions and the proper care of horses, as
saon on the cover of this naw book wih *Cash” ane of his herd, Cash was adops-
od from the Animal Rescue Laague

Jos also works with chidren’s chorties, & o Nm writer, producer, director,
owthor, public speaker, and of course, the crector of canine superstar, “Baenjl,”

He has soid that he belleves that anything s possible If you work hard enough
ond have foith in yourse®, And he should know. Jea ancountered many naysayers
whan he wQs f-'il w.':d.m_q on the 'Beqn' concep

Industry “expents” told him not 1o bothar with the cdgingd “Beny™ film; that It
wouldn't work, He proved tham wrang, and now he's at it again with his new book

Joa wrose, produced, ond directed seven theardcal molion pictures (including
ol of the “Beny™ mavies), which cumelatively grossed wall over the aquivalant of
$600 million in today's doflars, making him one of the mast succasshil indegendent
Bmmokers of all time, according to his bio

loe has wiiten three novels from his own screenplays, the inspiraianal nonfic-
son book “Beny & Ma,” several chidren’s books and he has olso prodeced, direcs

JOE CAMP HAS A
BEST SELLING BOOK
OUT AND IT'S NOT
ABOUT DOGS.

Joe Camp’s canine superstar Bcnp isn’t
froid to show affection. ~
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JOE CAMP

ad ond written four retwark selevision spacials and
O series

To produce the odgnal “Beoi” movie, Jos
raised the money Fom privote sources. When the
film wos comphated, # wos turned down by every
major Blm disvibutor in Hollywood.

Joe ond his pormer thea formed ther own dis-
tibution comporry and released the pictlure workd-
wida, In spae of the mary obstocles, Voriety
raported that the picture wos the thid highsst
grossing movis of the year, The fifth “Benii® movis,
“Beoj OF e Leash, ™ was releasad in 2004 ond
is availoble on DVD.

His nerw book is poisad to enjoy success oy
wall. Morty Robeers, cuthor of the MNew Yok
Tenas bestsaller “The Mon Who Listens to Horses,
soid, “Imogne how inodeguote # makes me feel to
raclize how recantly Joe come wio horses The
mon is o notwol when @ comes to understanding
how animals tick and o genivs ot telling vs their
story. “The Soul of 0 Horse™ is o musteod for
those who love animals of ary species”

When he isa't busy with his borses or writing
o thinking obout his next film, Joe speaks to fami-
bas, churchas, corporafions, cric and philonthrop-
i srgonizotions, pet adoplion and equire groups,
as well o8 studerss, inspifing everyone whin
earshot 1o moch beyond ony concened parncep-
sion of ks o her lmaotions. He spells out the choic-
a5 that will create success

Joe and Kothleen, dlong with thair thees kids,
five horsas, and four dogs (including Beaji], as well
a8 bwo cots, reside on o Fveacre hilkop = Valky
Canter, north of Son Diego

Hea recantly spoke to Imogs Mogozne sboul
his newast ond lotes veeture, “The Soul of o
Horse: e Lassons from the Merd ”

Image: What's the biggest difference
betwesn your latest book and the Benj fran-
chise?

JOE: In mary ways, no dferencs of all. Both
are Irying to cormact wh an animal . To hove o
relofionship ... To communicate ... To not dominees,
The difference is how that is occomplishad.

Image: There are thousands of horse
books en the market. Why did you write
another one?

JOE: | ddn't octually. | mean, yes, of courss,
# bas 1o do with borses, but Fest and foremost, #'s
G sory. I've speet most of my e raling sories,
most of tham imoling onmals. And | found shis
one porticulody fastnating. Twe complete novicss
-y wile and | - leaping into this enigmatic world
of horsas Isarally withowt o clue. The migakes, the
fear, the foscination, and the frugraton with some
of the onswees we weare getfing. And ulimonsly, the
dscovary thot something wos vary wrong in this
world of horses, Imogine o couple of newcomers
wrastling with the nation thet either we ware com-
plesaly nuts o that we hod ndy sumbled upon

somathing that was very wrang, That's where the
book got started, 's @ story about the joumey

Image: How did you become interested in
horses?

JOE: | don't really know; it's clways been
thera. Jus latert. The first beok, | ramember as a
kid was “Misty of Chincokague’

Image: What is the most valuable lesson
you have learned from o horse?

JOE: That a relavenship begins and nourshes
when you are working from ther end of the lecd
rapae, And that lesson apglies 1o all relanenships -
horse, human or otherwsae,

Image: How many horses do you own
and do you have o favorite?

JOE: Five of the momant, | once had seven,
Yas, the horse on the covar of the boak, Cash, s
my favorte. | haven't ridden regulady since pro-
motian an the baak begen, Wa like 1o vail ride but
| hovan't deoe much lotaly. B, then, it's really not
just about the riding. Wae're with the horses at least
twice o doy, every day of leeding time ond in the

postune

Imege: Do you have ancther in the
works?

JOE: | would ke to do anothar cne, but |
guess that relies an haw well this one does, I's in
the sacond printing after caly three months, so

that's & gead sign

Image: If you could be a horse, whot
would you be called? Where would you like
to be?

JOE: | wouldn't care what as long as | was
colled 1'd like %o be with me .. 1'd know | would
be reated well

Imoage: Where do you get your inspiration
in general? What drives you?
JOE: Passian; | care about things

Image: Are there other "Benfi” movies in
the works or have America’s movie values
changed? Is there still a need/want for fami-
ly movies in your opinion?

JOE: Oh, thars's definitaly o nead ., But a
woni® I'm not 50 sere, Wones today tend to circy-
lote around sex, viclence and spacial effects,
Thare might be one mare “Beny” movie, made for
DVD wieh wild horses

Image: What makes this book different
than *“The Horse Whisperer” and what are
your thoughts on the movie version with
Robert Redford? What were your thoughts?

JOE: » was a good movie. | didn't care for
dropping the horse on the ground to "force’ it 1o lis-
ten - that wasn't necessary. That was done for
dramatic impoct. The real way to da that is 10 sim-
ple ond ecsy [and somatimes, tco time consuming|
to make a good scena in @ movie

Image: What should we know about you
thet we may not or have never read?

JOE: Parhags that my drving goal is 10 laave
this planat batter than | found & Why alse ore we
hera?

Image: Tell us about your home.
JOE: i's 5 owes and much of # unusable
bacause #'s on o seap racky hill

Image: How do you give back to the com-
munity?

JOE: I'm on the boord of trustess at the Pinay
Woods Schaal in Mississippi - o historcally block
boarding school sending ce-risk kids off 1o the best
schools in the country. And the Helen Woadward
Animad Canter in Rancho Sanda Fe, Calfomia, one
of the finest axamples of how an animal shelter
and education cemar shauld be ren,

Image: What do you hope the main mes-
soge will be thot readers toke away after
reading “The Soul of & Horse: Life Lessons from
the Herd.”

JOE: That you can kve your lite every day, go
1o wark, sand the kids, mow the grass, and sl
make o postive difersnce on this planet ot the
same tme, That your soul peospers fram sharing,
cordng, reloting ond Nulfilling. That nothing can
maka you feel better than doing somaething good
for anathar being Not cars. Not houses, Not face-
lifts. Mot blve rbbons or wrophias, And there s
nothing more impertant in life than love Not
monay, Not status, Net winning It is the synthesis
of this book, and why # come inta being

And you should olways give the chakce of
choice, To your horse, or your amplayee, ar your
Irend, or your loved ones, Care encugh %o want
them 1o ba healthy ond hoppy, It will come boack o
hundradiold. And always guestion everything. Be
your awn axgert. Gather information and make
decisions based vpon knowladge and wisdom,
nat hearsay, Know that # somaething doesn’t seem
legical, ¥ probably isa't, IF it deesa’t make sense,
it's peobably not right,




